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Gonzalo Jimenes de Quesada. His age was then
thirty-six. More than a thousand men were enlisted
and went on board the ships of the Adelantado,
and the expedition left Santa Cruz de Teneriffe on
November 3, 1535, and anchored off Santa Martha
in the middle of December, after a voyage of
forty days.

Santa Martha, in those days, was a sorry abode
to come to, after the charming homes at Laguna
and Orotava. The hereditary Governor of the
Canary Islands had made a poor exchange. There
were some thatched houses, one of stone, and a
wretched church, but not sufficient accommoda-
tion for half Lugo's followers. The greater part
of the force had to live in tents, provisions were
scarce, and there was a general feeling of depres-
sion. Then an epidemic of dysentry broke out.
The Adelantado visited the sick, and gave up all
his own stores for them, living on the same rations
as the men.

In order that those in good health might be
employed, and to collect provisions and, if possible,
gold to pay the freight of the ships, an expedition
was undertaken in the direction of Bonda, led by
Don Pedro Lugo himself and guided by some
officers of experience. The natives had chosen a